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But there is one part of political knowledge which is only to be had by inquiry and conversation: that is, the present state of every Power in Europe with regard to the three important points of strength, revenue, and commerce. You will, therefore, do well, while you are in Germany, to inform yourself carefully of the military force, the revenues, and the commerce of every Prince and State of the Empire, and to write down those informations in a little book kept for that particular purpose. To give you a specimen of what I mean:
THE  ELECTORATE OF HANOVER.
The revenue is about 500,000?. a-year.
The military establishment, in time of war, may be
about 25,000 men ; but that is the utmost. The trade is chiefly linens, exported from Stade. There are coarse woollen manufactures for home
consumption. The mines of Hartz produce about 100,000^. in
silver annually.
Such informations you may very easily get, by proper inquiries, of every State in Germany, if you will but prefer useful to frivolous conversations.
There are many princes in Germany who keep very few or no troops, unless upon the approach of danger, or for the sake of profit, by letting them out for subsidies to great Powers: in that case you will inform yourself what number of troops they could raise, either for their own defence, or furnish to other powers for subsidies.
There is very little trouble, and an infinite use, in